April 7th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Somehow I have injured a muscle in the lower right hand side of my body. It often hurts like mad when I try to stand up after sitting or lying down or when I am bending over. But, in spite of this, I still wanted to go for a run yesterday as the temperatures was predicted to be 27OC so it would be just tolerable. But I wondered if my back would hold up. No problem – it did not affect me at all (though it did when I was in the bus on the way back after the run and had to stand up). Went on a route similar to last week and ended up at Sek Kong. Raining at the start of the run, which is OK as one gets soaked with sweat anyway when running in hot temperatures. But the rain helps to cools the body down and as a result, the first leg was 1 minute faster than my previous best even though I was tired and thinking how hard it was. After about an hour the rain stopped, the Sun came out and evaporated a lot of water turning the atmosphere into a steam bath. So, on the last 1 hour leg to Sek Kong, I was flagging a bit and even doing more walking than I would like to have. I had not been on this last leg for several years and it was interesting looking down and seeing the almost completed KCR West Rail link to Yuen Long and Tuen Mun which had not even begun the last time I was there just 2 years ago. So that was probably the last run of the season, something I also said last week! We shall see. 


I mentioned to Shaun about the blank page on the website so he asked me to send it back to him to try which I will do. 


In Hong Kong, last Monday was the last day of the Easter holidays. It was also April 1st, which meant that the March 31st midnight deadline for unsuccessful right-of-abode claimants to return to the mainland. Many turned up at the Kai Tak Immigration office for an overnight candlelight vigil and cheered as the midnight deadline came. However, many others have already returned, but those that remain will have to go underground. Only two or three have turned up at the immigration office since then be repatriated. They have been told that they will be repatriated when stopped in the street or held during a raid. So, I do not know what will happen now as they cannot stay underground forever particularly children who will not be able to go to school.


You will probably remember that Chris Patten, the last governor of Hong Kong, had annoyed the Beijing authorities so much with his pro-democracy policies that he was not allowed to travel to China. Well now he is the European Union’s Economics commissioner and it was interesting to see him in Beijing last week in that role meeting the president and others and everybody being very friendly and even joking. 


Friday was the Ching Ming festival (autumn grave sweeping) holiday. It was quite a dry day and, as expected, there were many hill fires, due to the carelessness of people in not controlling the fires they light. In fact, there wee over 100 outbreaks with fire fighters and helicopters being busy the whole day. It’s a pity the rain that came yesterday had not come a day earlier to dampen the undergrowth. At the large cemeteries the government provides cans for people to lit their fires in, but many people just won’t use them. 


Income taxes for the year have all been collected and the Inland Revenue Department announced that the top tax payer paid $45 000 000 in taxes. So the income of this person last year must have been about $300 000 000!! Can you believe it? This is more than most people in HK counted all together, get in their lifetimes! 


I have not spent much time yet looking for the information you requested. But I will do so soon and send it to you probably to your e-mail address as well as by regular post.  

That’s about if for now. Have not been able to write very much this time. Hope everything is OK.

Cheers,
Dad
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